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UPCOMING EVENTS
Open Day and
Official Opening
of New
Extension
Come and visit ALMA’s bilingual early
childhood centre in Mawson when Ms
Joy Burch MLA, ACT Minister for
Multicultural Affairs and Children and
Young People, officially opens the recent
extension to the facilities.
When?

2pm-3.30pm, Saturday 28 May

Where? 50 Ainsworth Street, Mawson
(in the grounds of Mawson Primary
School)
Program
A short official ceremony, which will
include a presentation by pre-schoolers
from the centre, followed by a tour of the
facilities and light refreshments
For more information and to RSVP (by
Friday 20 May please), phone 6231 7554
(after hours) or 0408 089 235 (mobile), or
email canberraalma@gmail.com

Demonstration of
Chinese Brush Painting
and Calligraphy
The Australia China Friendship Society
(ACT Branch) welcomes you this event to
launch the society’s new logo.
Janet Twigg-Patterson, who painted the
logo, will talk about and demonstrate
Chinese painting. Wang Cunde, who did
the calligraphy for the logo, will
demonstrate
different
styles
of
calligraphy.
Association for Learning Mandarin in Australia Inc (ALMA)
ABN : 99 625 121 550

When? 7.30pm, Thursday 19 May 2011
Where? Southern Cross Club, Jamison
(corner of Catchpole and
Bowman Streets, Macquarie)
Cost: Free
To RSVP and for more details:
Email acfsevents@gmail.com or phone
6247 8231.

Chinese– English conversation
The next Chinese–English conversation
evening arranged by the ACT Australia
China Friendship Society will be held in
Macgregor on Sunday 5 June 2011 from
7.30 to 9.30 pm.
One hour is spent speaking English to
help Chinese speakers who wish to
improve their English, and the other hour
speaking Chinese.
If you would like to attend, please phone
Shirley on 6254 4305 (after hours).
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LEARNING AND TEACHING
OPPORTUNITIES
Learning Mandarin on the Web
There are now many opportunities to
learn and practice your Mandarin
language skills by using web-based
resources.
The advantage of such resources is that
you can access them whenever is
convenient for you – and many are free
or have free modules.
We have recently listed some useful web
addresses on the ALMA website – see
http://alma.anu.edu.au/links.htm If you
have any feedback on any of these links
or know of other sites we could add,
please let us know.
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Teachers of Mandarin Wanted
The Australian School of Contemporary
Chinese (ASCC) has several vacancies
for teachers and relief teachers for its
school-aged and adult Mandarin classes
in its campuses across the ACT.
For more information please contact
ascc@trilong.com.au or phone (02) 6176
0528, 0419 541 336 or 0415 762 723.
Application close on 30 May 2011

REPORTS OF ALMA
ACTIVITIES
Community
Tutoring Program

ALMA’s volunteer Tutoring Program is in
full swing again this year with over 45
tutors and 40 students registered.
Over half the tutors attended a full day
training workshop at the ANU on
Saturday 19 March. ALMA thanks the
ANU for providing the venue, and Mimi
Zhang and Zhang Yanyin for so ably
running this workshop.
For more information about the project or
to register your interest in being a tutor
or student, please visit the ALMA website
at http://alma.anu.edu.au

ALMA submissions
National curriculum: languages
As many of you know, ACARA (the
Australian Curriculum, Assessment and
Reporting Authority) is developing a
curriculum
which will
provide a
framework for the teaching of all
languages other than English from
Kindergarten to Year 12 in Australian
schools.
ALMA submitted comments to ACARA
earlier this year in response to an
invitation for feedback on a draft ‘shape’
paper for the languages curriculum. If
you would like a copy of ALMA’s
comments please email
canberraalma@gmail.com
Association for Learning Mandarin in Australia Inc (ALMA)
ABN : 99 625 121 550

To see ACARA’s shape paper and more
information about the development of the
national curriculum for languages visit
www.acara.edu.au/languages.html

ACT Languages Policy
This wide ranging policy will cover all
languages, including English, and consider
issues related to language rights and
services as well as the teaching, learning
and maintenance of languages in the ACT.
The policy will draw on a discussion paper
Languages for all Canberrans (accessible
from www.dhcs.act.gov.au/matsia) together
with feedback on the paper provided by
individuals and organisations in the ACT.
ALMA was one of the organisations that
commented on the discussion paper.
Email canberraalma@gmail.com if you
would like a copy of the ALMA
submission.
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NEW ALMA MEMBERS
We welcome the following, who have
become new members in 2011:
Carol Yang and family, Crista King and
family, Duogui Wu and family, Elizabeth
Wong and family, Haiying Li and family,
Karen Hussey and family, Laurel Teoh
and family, Paul Sweeney, Rob
McDougal, Scott Broadhead and family,
Sonia Casey, Xia Du and family,
Bhaumik Bumia and family,
Anna
Campbell, Wanrong Dong and family,
Matthew Nogrady, Matthew Thompson,
Yue Kong and family
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO ALMA
NEWS AND UPDATES
WELCOME
Please email any contributions to
canberraalma@gmail.com
NOTE: Decisions on publication remain
at the discretion of the editor
For more information about ALMA and to
see past ALMA newsletters visit the
ALMA website at http://alma.anu.edu.au
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